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Carbon monoxide
Carbon monoxide is a silent, invisible killer.  
Luckily, it’s easy and inexpensive to monitor 
carbon monoxide levels in your home.

Install at least one carbon monoxide 
detector near the sleeping area(s).  Follow 
the manufacturer’s installation instructions 
on placement of detectors. 

The detector should measure carbon 
monoxide levels in parts per million. 

Many detectors plug directly into an outlet 
and have a battery back-up.

Arson and theft prevention
Theft and arson are unfortunate, but all-too-
frequent realities in America.  How can you 
prevent your home from becoming a target?

External Security
Arsonists and burglars fear light.

•	 Illuminate the exterior of your home and 
all entrances

•	 Use motion-activated lighting near doors 
and windows.

•	 Keep shrubbery and trees trimmed so 
the building can be easily observed.

•	 In a rural setting, ensure crops are far 
enough away to allow for proper lighting.

•	 Start a neighborhood watch program in 
your area.

Grinnell Mutual has a policy of 
working together for your safety!

Internal Security
•	 Use properly installed deadbolt locks on 

all outer doors.
•	 All windows, especially those on the main 

level of the home, should have adequate 
locks.

•	 Consider	installing	a	combination	fire	and	
burglar alarm in your home.

Wide range of protection
Grinnell Mutual has provided quality 
protection for Midwestern families since 
1909.  Available policies include:

•	 Auto
•	 Recreational Vehicle
•	 Home-Guard®

•	 FarMate®

•	 Farm-Guard® Liability
•	 Rented Dwelling
•	 Personal Umbrella Liability
•	 Wide variety of small business  

insurance packages

Ask your Grinnell Mutual agent for more 
information on our full range of insurance 
products to protect your family.

Fire SaFety  
Make it a family priority



Protect your home and family

You wake up 
in the middle 
of the night 

and smell smoke.  
Panic begins to 
take over!  What 
should you do?  

You can stay safe 
from	fire	if	you	do	

two	things:		learn	about	fire	safety	and	plan	
ahead	for	fire	emergencies.

Home fire prevention
Here	are	some	basic	fire	prevention	tips	for	
your home.

•	 Regularly	inspect	your	house	for	fire	
hazards.  Check the electrical system 
and appliances, fuel storage and 
heating system.  Make needed repairs 
or replacements immediately.  Don’t 
overload circuits or bypass fusing.

•	 Remove trash, paper, and other 
unneeded combustibles that could feed 
a	fire.

•	 Read and follow portable heater 
instructions.  Place the heater where it 
won’t ignite combustibles or be tipped 
over.  Never use in a closed area.  

•	 Check your heating system before use.  
Screen	fireplaces	and	keep	chimneys	and	
flues	free	of	obstruction	and	creosote	
buildup.

•	 Smoking is the number one cause 
of	fatal	home	fires.		Never	smoke	in	
bed, when drowsy, or while consuming 
alcohol.  

•	 Put cigarettes and ashes into a deep, 
flat-bottomed	ashtray.		Don’t	empty	
them into wastebaskets. 

•	 Never leave candles burning unattended.
•	 Do not use extension cords as 

“permanent” wiring.
•	 Never run extension cords under rugs or 

in areas where they will be walked on.
•	 Do not use heat lamps to keep pets 

warm on porches or in attached garages.
•	 Keep all lighters and matches out of  

children’s reach.
•	 Keep high-intensity halogen lamps away 

from draperies and other combustible 
materials.

•	 Clean the lint trap on your clothes dryer  
frequently.

Tools against fire
Fire Extinguishers 
Purchase a multi-purpose, 10-lb. dry 
chemical extinguisher, labeled ABC.  It puts 
out	most	types	of	fires	—	wood,	paper,	
cloth,	flammable	liquid,	or	electrical	fires.		
Avoid Halon extinguishers.

Place extinguishers in the kitchen, outside 
bedrooms, living areas, basement, and 
garage.

Smoke Detectors
Buy a smoke detector for each level of 
your home.  Also place a smoke detector 
outside each bedroom and in stairways. 
Test detectors bimonthly and change the 
battery at least once per year.

Planning your escape
Develop	and	practice	a	home	fire	escape	
plan	—	with	two	ways	out	of	each	room.	
Select a meeting place outside to meet. 

Teach children how to call for help from a 
trusted neighbor’s home.  Never reenter a 
burning building.

Learn the Drill!
•	 Pretend your family is asleep.  Have 

everyone in bedrooms with the door 
closed.

•	 Someone sounds the alarm.
•	 Each person tests the bedroom door 

for heat.  Use the back of your hand, 
reaching as high as safely possible.

•	 Pretend it’s hot and use an alternate 
escape route.

•	 If your only escape route has smoke 
near the ceiling, crawl low under the 
smoke and get out as soon as possible.

•	 Have everyone meet outdoors for roll 
call.  One person goes to the pre-
arranged phone. 

A Policy of Working Together


